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8-178908 January 4, 1974

Staff Serpeant Nathan R, Connor

U.8. Aty Strategic Coormmications Comand
Signal Synpnrt Apgancy Taiwam

APO San Franziiaco, California 96263

Dear Sergeant Connor:

Reference i3 nade to your letter dated lay 6, 1973, in which you
requast further considaraction of your clain for travel allawance for
viscellanaous tranaportation expensas during the period t)etoher 30,
1971, through February 9, 1972, eand for plane fare for travel {ronm
Scoul, Koraa, to Talpei, Taiwan on February 9, 1272, whizh was danied
by our Transportation and Claims Division oan January 26, 1973,

Latter Orders liumber 10-3%5, dated October 18, 1971, as anended
oa Oectober 28, 1971, ordured you to Korea with a reporting date of
not later than October 30, 1971, for the purpose of performing
temporary duty for approxinately 6 montha. PRepeated travel waa
authorized 1f necessary. Traval within and avound the temnorary duty
station alco was authorized., On Docerber 13, 1971, the bpaic order
voy apain amended to indicate that tha use of Covarnment quarters
and messing facllities would adversely affect the mission. Tha
orvders authorized the uge of special cenvevances, traval by extra“
fara eircraft or trains, and changes in itinerary and travel to
additional placeoe, as night be necessary to the accomplishmant of the

. nigaion, The amendrent also authovizad tha use of common carriers,
Govarnment owned vahicles and aivceraft and foraign flag cexriers 1f
allitary alrcroft vare not availabls.,

In. your travel voucher dated April 17, 1972, for the period from
October 30, 1971, to February 9, 1372, you listed as raimbursable
exyensas for transportatiom, taxi, bus, train ‘and plane farea in tha
sum of $347, In addition, for Pobruary 9, 1972, you also claimed
place fare from Seoul, Korsa, to Taipei, Taiwan, in the aum of
$103,600, Your claim for reimburaerent of both of these sums was
divalloved by our Tranaporiation and Clairse Divigsion. On the voucher
prepared by this O0ffjca on January 26, 1973, it vas statad an £ollows:

"Peiwbursement for miscellaneous transportation
axpenses, in the absence of an iteumization and receipts
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for any item in excess of 315,00, as providad for in _
Chapter 4, part I of the Joint Travel Regulations, is - -~
not authorized., Reirbursement of plane fares 18 not '
authorized in the ahgencs of a statement of the naua '

of the airline used. Also if the airline used was of
foreign reglucry a statement by the proper authority

that no wilitary air vas available, would be required

to support payment,"

Paragraph M4400~6 of the Joint Travcl Ragulations, provides in
partinent part as follows:

"RECEIPTS, A receipt to support claim for a
reimburaable item of travl expenses will be furnished
for eny iten in excass of 315 vhen it is practicable
to obtain it, Fallure to furnish receipts must ba
fully explcined on tha reimbuzaement veucher, Inadver-
tence or inconvenience will not be accepted oy a satisw
factory explanation for failure to furnish rccaiptas, * ® A"

It has long been held that the burden 4s upon claimants to -lurnish
' evidence clearly and satisfactorily establishing thediy claims and in
tha absence of such evidence, this Office has no authority to certify
claims for paymeut. See Charles v, United States, 19 Ct, Cl, 316
(18B4); Lonewill v, United States, 17 Ct. Cl, 288 (1881); and 31 Comp.
Cen. 340 (1952). Claims againat the United States cannot be allamved
on the statemeat of the claimant unless they be verified 'or
corroborataed by Governcent records or documentaxry evidenca,

Consequently, {n the absence of itemixzation of various
transportation expenses totaling $347, or of receipts nr corroborating
avidedce of auch expenses, or aimilar evidenca to support your claim
for commerciai xir travel on Pebruayy 9, 1972, no legal authority
axists for payment to you of the amounts claimed. ,

Therefors, iu the absonce of avidence clearly eatehlishing that
part of your claim for reimbursement of transportation expenses, we
mugt sustain the prior disallovance of your claim,

Sinceraly yours,

RF.XELLER

Deputy Cowptroller General
of the United States
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